Abortion of Four Fcetuses, one of which was Monstrous.
nearly two kilometres distant from her home. In the afternoon she felt some pains in the lower part of the abdomen, and lost much blood; soon a small foetus, well-formed, and of the male sex, was expelled, and the pains ceased. Returning on foot to her home, she passed the night and the next day quietly; but at six o'clock in the evening the pains returned. I was sent for, and found the uterus to be very large; a thread of umbilical cord was outside the vagina. By compression from above I delivered a second and then a third foetus. Afterwards I passed two fingers, into the vagina, to extract the placenta; but in front of it and in place of it I found in the uterus a fourth foetus, which was removed along with the placentas. The puerperium was not marked by any feverishness, and the young woman recommenced her ordinary work on the fifth day after the miscarriage.
The first foetus was buried in the country; the other three were secured by me for examination. The second and third foetuses were normal; the fourth was a monstrosity. The detailed descrip^ tion of it may here be given.
The head resembled a fleshy malformed mass, broad in its upper and narrow in its lower part. In the cranium the occipital bone was absent; the frontal bones also were abnormal, for their facial parts were wanting. The eyes, mouth, and ears were absent; the nose was normal. In the middle part of the face and from prominences corresponding to the zygomatic bones two muscular masses passed downwards, and ended by converging in the region of the clavicles. Similar muscular masses passed from the posterior part of the head on to the back. 
